WALKUP-A GHOST TOWN FROM LUMBERING DAYS.

The +town of Walkup was located on the east shore

“of Blue LaKe, west of Bitley. It was in the center of

‘& vast Tumbering srea of white pine. D.H.Waters owned -

30,000,000 million feet. The town site was laid out and

‘eurveyed by Thad Waters in 18813 this same year the -

village became the termimus of the C.&WM ER, formerly

+the GR ﬁ&Ls;'for a short time; later pushed h&rth

from West Troy Junction. The Butters branch of the |
Flint & Péremmérquette, out of Tmdington, arrived about .

that time and estazblished a terminal for shipments to

. north points. By 1884 the towh supported 5G_builﬁings

and 45 families, H.E, Cartier, new owner of the big mill

employed 150 men in the mill and about the same number

in the Woods, | .
When:%hejchieago“&,WestvMidhigan sam@,only“a”sm&ll- 

saw will was cperating. It experienééﬁ:trcubIE‘and changed

ownership. Later the West Troy Iumber Co, was formed with

 Thomas Wallup as president. The village name wes changed

to West Troy. A new mill was boilt containing two sets of

cirenlar sews having a daily capacity of 90,000 feet of

lumber. The firm wes not successfull and in 1883 was sold

at auﬂtiqnﬂt9ZHaErCarfieﬂ'&'ﬁo»' They sent a rEp:es@nta%ivew

 from Ludington 0 bid in the property. He arrived in the

“evening carrying s black satchel and dressed as a woodsmen. -



/)

“

He remained at the-mill beérding house tﬁatnight and
throwing the old satchel in a corner. When the bidding
‘started in the morning it developed he was the highest
bidder. The on lookers were amazed +0 se him open the
‘satchel and count out the purchase price in cold cash.
Leter in 1884 T.S.Baker purchased the mill and

‘villege property for $100,000. Anderson $ Griffin took
possession 'in 1887. v"f‘ﬂ’e miil purned down snd then re-
built. The next yesr o lawsuit wes filed by the owrer
‘against Beker, Stesrns snd 2 bank in EBig Rapids, t6
‘recover losses due 0 a s&grtage'affabouf T,000,000
- Tfeet of lumber, the stumpage“of'whieh.had been guaranu'
teed. The plaintiffs won their suit, a rebate of
$%.50 per thousand. 0

"Eo«-ciay one gan-se where the street® were cqt-t?mcugi&;‘: -
the woeds. 4 feﬁlélabsaare_visiblé-af~thé'aldriﬁ~the'lake;ﬁ
The old railroad gradeie still in evidence. '
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