8014 Cahalan Avenue,
Detroit, iiich,
July 21, 1933,

r. W. Alfrcéd Dcho,

Commiésioncr of' Paroles and Pardons,
Lansing, Mich,
Dear Comridissioner?

In orider to corrcet wrat I belicve to he a rross
miscarriage of justice, I respectfully ask your aid in
bringing to the attertion of Governor Comstock the case of
tieda Hodell, now éervihg a 1if& sentence in the Detroit Housce
of Correction for the alleged murder of her Tather-in~-law,
David Hodell,

Thc alleged crime was comwitted ncar White Cloud,
Newaygzo County. <This is my home courty and I was a personal
friend of David Hodell. Knowings him as L dia, although I was
not in the county at the time his dcath occurcd, I hove every
reaxson Lo bhelieve his dcath came from natural causes;

Iricfly the circumstaneces were these: Romic Hodell,
husbard of lleda Hodcll, was found hanging in a harn vacated by
hix the day before, this barn being a balf mile distant from |
the home of ieda ﬁodcll's mother, Alice Dudgeon. It had 2ll
the ear-marks of' & suicide case. Eut the undertaker Adiscovered
something which he thougﬁt indicoted murder and it was brovght
to the attention of the local authoriticse. They questiored
the family several times but could get nothirg on them, They
then brought in three state policcmen. These policemen Torced

¢onfessions by some of the most cruecl rethods cver known, and
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lieda Hodell's mother, her two brothers, and a farm hand were
convicted of this crime and senterced to prison., At the same
time, by the same inhuman methods, they Torced a similar
confession from lieda Hodell that she had poisoned her Tather-
in-law, and she was likewise senternced For lifec.

fhese defendants were very poor and the Tirst trial
was held in.Vhite Cloud where the neighbors, who had always becen
antagonistic to the bDudgeons, kept the matter at white heat
urtil they werc convicted.

Later a ncw trilal was granted to the farm handl and
onc hrother, This was held at Hart, in Yceana Courty, and these
two were acguitted. Then the other brother, Tee, and the mother
were granted a new trial. This was held at White Cloud hut
Juige Harry J. Jingeman of Detroit presided. I had moved back
into Newaygo County and was somewhat prejudiced against the
defendants by what ncighbors had told me. I was doing
newgnarer worlk then and covered the casé for the Muskepon
Chrenicle. I hecame convinced by the testimony offered that
no crime had heen committed hy any of the family., Judge
Dirgerman halted the trial wher about halfl through, and took
the case of Lee Dudmeon away from the jury, ordering an
acquittal, ‘The caze of Irs., Dﬁdgeon resulted in a disasrcement,
being split, I believe, by ten for acquittal and two lor
corviction,

A new prosccutor had been clected and he refused to
prosccute this re-trial because he was convinced the Tamily
were invocents In fact, he appeared as a witness Tor the
defense. It was agrecd in the case of lrs. Dudgeon that there

1T

was no use of another trial as no jury could ever he found who
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would conviet her again, and she was paroled,

By an error of Meda Ho%lell's attorneys in not filing
a notice for a now trial within the stipulated time required
by law, she is prevented by a legal technicality from securing
an appcal. Vhile she was convicted on a different charse.than
the others, the cvidence against her was manufacturcd in
exactly the same vay as against the othors, which Judge
Pinpgeman and a large majority of the jury refuscd to take
any credcence in.

In order to finance their dcfense, the Tamily lost
the farm they owred and are without funds. It seerms too had
that this young woman should he sacrilficed hecause she is
penriless.  Firmly convinced of her inrocence, although she
is practically a siranger to mc, I am anxious that the wrong
be righted,

I have intervicwed licda twice ir tre House of
Corrcction and can find no weak spots‘iﬁ her storye. I have
her biography, written by herselfl since her incarcceration.
Althoucgh it shows a limited education, it rirpgs true. I have
also interviowc? sceveral of the matrons at the House of
Corrcction and they all bhelieve in her inroccnce. The samc
is truc of 2 Tormer and a present lady membher of the Doard .
of* Cont issioncrs of the Housee I am also ceortain that Captain
Ldward Denriston, Supcerintendent, Belicves her innocente.

Anything that you can <o to Hring ahout the parole
or pardon of thiﬁ unfortunafe young woman will Te pgreatly

apprcciated by e

Yours very respectfully,



