. PHONE 20

FRED R. EVERETT
LAWYER
2 NISBETT BLOCK
BIG RAPIDS, MICHIGAN

Movewber 1, 1943

Mr . Harry I1.. Spooner
812 Bigelow
}eorld, Illinois

Dear Mr. Spooner:

I have yours of the 29th ult in relation to the Dudgeon-
Todell murder case uTled in ¥ihite Cloud in 1925. You
doubtless recal! that I did not have anything to do with
tnat case when 1t was first tried in “hite Cloud, at wiich
time there was a verdLCu of sullty not only of rrs. hud-
geon but of the bovs and the hired nan, Robert Yennetd.

I helieve tue casc of . eda ‘fodell was o specicl trial ine-
asmuch ag gsne was tried for tie rwurder of her hnusbandt's
father.

It appears that some of the deferdants in tiiat case triea
; EAVR

in ¥nite Cloud, obt tingd a charge of venue and 1t was trans-
ferred to this county where I novw live. I ar »not certuin
wheti:er you were Lere at vne tire thiat cace was helosre the
court and jury, bubt 1ii may be tast you recall thot during

the triel ot tiie case Lere, one of tie jurors becowie ill and

a mistrial of taw cave was decided on by tune court. Judge
Barton was tae Circuit Judpe at tinat time. A wotion was

then rmade to sronsfer it to sone otuer county and ii was tilen
transferrcd {o veeana 70untv, of whicih county ‘rt is the
County eat. .after the case wus transferred to ilart, I was
appointed by Judge Barton uo-defend tlie two Dudgeon boys and
tlie bired man. Aftser 4iie trial of the case which tosk prob-
ably, 5 L recall it, wbout tihree weeks, tite hired man and
one «f {he ideoeosn boys was acouitted.  J.ee Dudieon vas con-
victed oi ranslaughter at thai tle. In tue teial of tuat
case, 1 had with re lir. Frank ‘etrore, an attorney at “art.

e then avpealed the case of lee Hudpeon and tuat of nlg
mother, to the Supreme Court of this stete und tuose two cases
werc reversed and sent back for wrial. In tne trizl of the
case at art, as you nay remenber, we nac Judge Dingman of
Detroit as the ircuit Judge and e almo presided at a subseq-
uenu Lrial on Irs. AliceDudgeon in nite Cloud, on walch trial
I're ‘rtmore and myself defended .rs. Alice wudreon and lee
Dudgeon.
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Lee Dudgeon was acuuitted at that time and the Jjury dis-
agreed with reference to ifrs. Alice Dudgeon. Jee Dudgeon
was actultted because of tiie fact trnat he had been origin-
ally charged with rmurder and the jury at flart found Liim
guilty of manslaughter, wihich we claiied before *“he SUPr erae
GCourt, and with whicu claim %tiie Supreme Courtd agreed, taab
they nad no rignht to convicet aim of manslaughiter and it
amounted to an acguittal or something to that efiect. 1irs.
Alice Dudgeon was never tried again and I believe the case
was Tinally disrmissed. er case was reversed in tue Duprene
Court on the app eal that we took for ner because tue (ir-
cuit Judge having made a statewent Lo tiue effect that tle
oonJession which the “tate Tolice obtained from uLer was

2z dnissdble eviderce "no rmatter ow obtained.®

I ahave a transcript of a great deal of tue tes Lluonv in
these cases. I do not have a transcript of all of tue btest-
imony for the reasorn that when we took tic sppeal we Gaid not
need all tie testinony or %the witnesses because of tlie
grounds on which we based our appeal. I believe I have the
t estimony ol Alice Dudgeon, Lee Diudgeon and Georse kKarkect,
one of tie “tate Folice, and I believe ulso of .eda odell
and the hired wan, Robert Bennett. If these would be of any
help to you, I con send them to you but, of course, I would
vant ther returned as 1 desire to meep Laew 1u oy ofiice
even though tie case 1s souewhat ancient at this tine.

In your letter you also ask . hetier the atworneys Tenny and
Vorcester, who defended Irs. Dudgeon end the two boys and
hired wan, are living. I advise you thut Ir. Tenny is living
and is practicing in - uslegon. “T. Jorccster died soretlbirie
abhout a year ago and in Yovemher of 1942, as L recell it.

“eorse wurst is elso dead and his widow, “rs. Turgst, is liv-
ing here and is remarried and ner na;c nov is 5 ro. DBeutrice

Sanderson and if you care to write lier, a 1etter would rcach
her by addressing her here in Big Rapids with the name that
I have given you.

“hile sr. Vetmore and I were not able to get ruch money out
of that case due to the fact tiiet the varties invoived did
not nuave any particular property or money, yet we feel that
we accomplished some justice in tnat case by getting the
motner of the two boys, 'rs. Dudgeon, as well as ner ©ous
arna e nlred wan accuitted.



